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Executive Summary 
 

Avian Influenza (H5N8), Russia 

The world's first case of transmission of the H5N8 strain of avian flu from birds to humans has been 

reported by Russia on 22nd February 2021. The virus has been isolated from seven workers at a poultry 

farm in southern Russia, where an outbreak was recorded among the birds in December 2020. So far, 

all the cases have been asymptomatic and no onward human-to-human transmission has been 

reported. The H5N8 strain is highly contagious and lethal for birds, and has never before been 

reported to have spread to humans.  

 
COVID-19, Global 

The world continues to battle the rampage of COVID-19 as global case count passes the 100 million 

mark and death toll exceeds 2,000,000. Many countries are facing second and third waves of the virus, 

with USA continuing to record daily numbers and deaths in recent weeks. Multiple SARS-CoV-2 

variants are circulating globally, most notably; in United Kingdom, South Africa and Brazil, B.1.1.7, 

B.1.351 and P.1 respectively. These variants are potentially more infectious which had prompted 

widespread concern. Since December, several countries have authorized COVID-19 vaccines from 

companies such as Pfizer/Bio-NTech, Moderna, AstraZeneca/Oxford, Sinopharm/Sinovac and Sputnik 

V. At least 67 countries have now initiated mass vaccinations targeting essential workers and high risk 

population. 

Daily updates on COVID-19 are available on CIDER’s blog at https://blog.nus.edu.sg/nuscider/. 

 

Ebola, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Guinea 

The world’s second largest Ebola outbreak that lasted for almost two years (3,481 cases, 2,299 deaths) 

in the DRC was declared over on 25th June 2020. The most recent 11th Ebola epidemic in Equateur in 

the north west of the country reportedly ended on 18th November 2020. Since then, DRC has declared 

the 12th Ebola outbreak after the first case was confirmed on 7th February, 2020 in Butembo, one of 

the epicentres of the previous Ebola outbreak in eastern DRC. The World Health Organization has said 

that it wasn’t unusual for sporadic cases to occur following a major outbreak. Contact tracing and 

disinfection of sites visited by patient is ongoing.  

The first confirmed case of EVD was reported in Guinea on 14 February 2021. A total of nine known 

cases and 5 deaths have been reported as of date. The outbreak is currently centred in Gouécké 

community in the N'Zérékoré prefecture in Guinée Forrestière Region. The previous epidemic 

between 2014 –2016 was the largest and most complex Ebola outbreak since the virus was discovered 

in 1976. The deadly epidemic started in Guinea Forest Region and moved across the country, 

spreading to Sierra Leone and Liberia. Thus, this outbreak is very concerning as it poses several risks 

amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 

https://blog.nus.edu.sg/nuscider/
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ii. Human Diseases 
Disease: Avian Influenza A (H5N6) 
Country/Province: China/ Multi-state  

Cases/Fatality: 29/9 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. On 24th January 2021, two new cases of human infection with avian influenza A(H5N6) virus 

were reported in China. 

b. The first case was a three-year-old female from Guizhou Province who was admitted to the 

hospital with severe illness and died on 22nd December 2020. The second case was a one-year-

old female from Anhui Province who developed mild illness in December 2020. 

c. Both cases were sporadic and had exposure to poultry at markets prior to onset of illness. 

d. To date, a total of 29 laboratory-confirmed cases of human infection with influenza A(H5N6) 

virus including nine deaths have been reported to WHO from China since 2014. 

 
Sources: Outbreak News Today. China reports two additional human H5N6 avian influenza cases, One death. Published on 9 

February 2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/china-reports-two-additional-human-h5n6-avian-influenza-

cases-one-death-11772/. WHO. Avian Influenza Weekly Update Number 778. Published on 5 February 2021. Available at: 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/wpro---documents/emergency/surveillance/avian-influenza/ai-

20210205.pdf?sfvrsn=30d65594_100.  

 

Disease: Avian Influenza (H5N8) 
Country/Province: Russia/Southern Russia  

Cases/Fatality: 7/0 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. On 20th February 2021, Russia reported human infection with avian influenza (H5N8) to WHO. 

b. The cases involve seven workers at a poultry plant in south of the country, where an outbreak 

was recorded among the birds in December. 

c. The cases were exposed to bird flocks who were asymptomatic, with no onward transmission 

being reported. 

d. The WHO's European regional announced that if this is confirmed, it would be the first known 

infection in humans.  

 
Sources: CIDRAP. Russia reports first human H5N8 avian flu cases. Published on 22 February 2021. Available at: 

https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/02/russia-reports-first-human-h5n8-avian-flu-cases. CNN. Russia 

tells WHO it has detected first case of avian flu strain in humans. Published on 21 February 2021. Available at: 

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/02/21/europe/russia-h5n8-avian-flu-poultry-humans-intl/index.html. Outbreak News Today 
Russia reports 7 human H5N8 avian influenza cases. Published on 20 February 2021. Available at: 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/russia-reports-7-human-h5n8-avian-influenza-cases-46786/.  

 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/china-reports-two-additional-human-h5n6-avian-influenza-cases-one-death-11772/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/china-reports-two-additional-human-h5n6-avian-influenza-cases-one-death-11772/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/wpro---documents/emergency/surveillance/avian-influenza/ai-20210205.pdf?sfvrsn=30d65594_100
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/wpro---documents/emergency/surveillance/avian-influenza/ai-20210205.pdf?sfvrsn=30d65594_100
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/02/russia-reports-first-human-h5n8-avian-flu-cases
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/02/21/europe/russia-h5n8-avian-flu-poultry-humans-intl/index.html
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/russia-reports-7-human-h5n8-avian-influenza-cases-46786/
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Disease: Dengue 
Country/Province: Ethiopia/ Somali  

Cases/Fatality: 207/0 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 8th February 2021, close to 160 confirmed dengue cases have been recorded in Warder 

Woreda of Dolo Zone and 47 suspected cases in Dolo Ado Woreda of Liban Zone this year.  

b. No cases had been reported throughout 2020. The last dengue fever outbreak reported in 

Ethiopia was in 2019, where 1,251 cases were reported in the Afar Region. 
 

Sources: Crisis 24. Ethiopia: Dengue fever outbreak reported in Somali Region in 2021. Published on 9 February 2021. 
Available at: https://crisis24.garda.com/fr/ressources/alertes-de-securite/wip1001263711/ethiopia-dengue-fever-
outbreak-reported-in-somali-region-in-2021. Outbreak News Today. Ethiopia: Dengue outbreak in Somali Region. Published 
on 5 February 2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/ethiopia-dengue-outbreak-in-somali-region-93545/.  
 

Country/Province: New Zealand/Cook Island  

Cases/Fatality: 30/0 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 12th February 2021, 30 confirmed dengue cases of virus serotype 2 (12 hospitalised, 0 

deaths) have been recorded in Cook Island. 

b. Twelve people have been hospitalized and no deaths have been reported. 

c. Last year between January 2020 to 12th March 2020 a total of 69 cases including 4 DENV-1, 

and 2 DENV-2.  
 

Sources: Outbreak News Today. Cook Islands dengue outbreak grows; Mass cleaning campaign begins. Published on 13 
February 2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/cook-islands-dengue-outbreak-grows-mass-cleaning-
campaign-begins-12850/. Relief Web Dengue-1 Outbreak in the Cook Islands: Situation Report 10. Published on 14 March 
2020. Available at: https://reliefweb.int/report/cook-islands/dengue-1-outbreak-cook-islands-situation-report-10-ending-
12-march-2020 
 

Country/Province: Paraguay  

Cases/Fatality: 2,935/2 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 20th February 2021, a total of 2,935 dengue cases have been reported in 2021 including 
2 deaths. 

b. The number of dengue cases registered in Paraguay in the first two months in 2020 was the 

highest in the last decade. The death toll of 34 was lower than in 2013, when there were 250 

dengue fever deaths.  
 

Sources: CNA. Paraguay dengue fever death toll rises to 34. Published on 28 Feb 2020. Available at: 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/paraguay-dengue-fever-toll-rises-34-12483056. Outbreak News Today. 

Paraguay reports 700 dengue cases a week early in 2021. Published on 20 February 2021. Available at: 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/paraguay-reports-700-dengue-cases-a-week-early-in-2021/.  

 

https://crisis24.garda.com/fr/ressources/alertes-de-securite/wip1001263711/ethiopia-dengue-fever-outbreak-reported-in-somali-region-in-2021
https://crisis24.garda.com/fr/ressources/alertes-de-securite/wip1001263711/ethiopia-dengue-fever-outbreak-reported-in-somali-region-in-2021
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/ethiopia-dengue-outbreak-in-somali-region-93545/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/cook-islands-dengue-outbreak-grows-mass-cleaning-campaign-begins-12850/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/cook-islands-dengue-outbreak-grows-mass-cleaning-campaign-begins-12850/
https://reliefweb.int/report/cook-islands/dengue-1-outbreak-cook-islands-situation-report-10-ending-12-march-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/cook-islands/dengue-1-outbreak-cook-islands-situation-report-10-ending-12-march-2020
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/paraguay-dengue-fever-toll-rises-34-12483056
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/paraguay-reports-700-dengue-cases-a-week-early-in-2021/
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Country/Province: Saint Lucia  

Cases/Fatality: 1,816/3 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 16th February 2021, a total of 1,816 dengue cases (1,316 confirmed, 500 suspect), 
including 3 deaths were reported in Saint Lucia with the hospitalization rate at 20%. 

b. The Districts with the highest number of cases include Gros Islet, Castries, Vieux Fort, Castries 
B, Micoud, and Dennery. 

c. Both Dengue serotypes 2 and 3 continue to be prevalent in confirmed cases 
d. On 26 August 2020, an outbreak of dengue fever was announced. September was the peak 

month with 32% of new cases, followed by October with 28%, followed by a decline and a 

move toward the end of the epidemic curve in November and December with fewer cases (9% 

and 2% respectively) being reported. 
 

Source: Outbreak News Today. Saint Lucia dengue fever outbreak 2020. Published on 16 February 2021. Available at: 
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/saint-lucia-dengue-fever-outbreak-2020-2020/  
 

Disease: E. coli O157:H7 
Country/Province: USA/ Multi-state  

Cases/Fatality: 16/1 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 1st February 2021, a total of 16 people from 5 states (Arkansas-6, Oklahoma-5, Virginia-
2, Washington-2 and New York-1) were infected with the outbreak strain. 

b. Three people developed hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) and 1 death has been reported 
from Washington. 

c. The food source linked to the outbreak is still being investigated. 
 

Source: Outbreak News Today. E. coli outbreak sickens 16 on 5 states, One death in Washington. Published on 3 February 

2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/e-coli-outbreak-sickens-16-on-5-states-one-death-in-washington-

25169/ 

 

Disease: Ebola 
Country/Province: Democratic Republic of the Congo/ North Kivu  

Cases/Fatality: 7/4 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 11th February 2021, the 12th Ebola outbreak was declared in DRC after a new case of 

Ebola was reported on 7th February 2021 in Butembo, where a previous outbreak was declared 

over in June 2020. 

b. As of 22nd February 2021, a total of 7 cases and 4 deaths have been reported in North Kivu. 

c. Three cases are being treated in the health zones of Biena (Lubero) and Katwa (Butembo) and 

more than 500 contacts are being followed. 

d. The 11th Ebola epidemic in Equateur in the north west of the country had ended on 18th 

November 2020. 
 

Sources: Outbreak News Today. DRC reports 7th confirmed Ebola case in North Kivu. Published on 22 February 2021. 

Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/drc-reports-7th-confirmed-ebola-case-in-north-kivu-15338/. DRC declares 

12th Ebola outbreak. Published on 11 February 2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/drc-declares-12th-ebola-

outbreak-34583/, 7SUR7.CD. Resurgence of the Ebola virus, a new case reported in Biena (North Kivu). Published on 6 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/saint-lucia-dengue-fever-outbreak-2020-2020/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/e-coli-outbreak-sickens-16-on-5-states-one-death-in-washington-25169/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/e-coli-outbreak-sickens-16-on-5-states-one-death-in-washington-25169/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/drc-reports-7th-confirmed-ebola-case-in-north-kivu-15338/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/drc-declares-12th-ebola-outbreak-34583/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/drc-declares-12th-ebola-outbreak-34583/
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February 2021. Available at: https://7sur7.cd/2021/02/07/rdc-resurgence-du-virus-ebola-un-nouveau-cas-signale-biena-

butembo.  

 

Country/Province: Guinea/North Kivu  

Cases/Fatality: 9/5 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 25th February 2021, 9 cases of including 5 deaths have been reported in Guinea. The 

confirmed cases have been reported in Conakry, southeast of Guinea.  

b. A total of 348 contacts have been identified, of whom 91% are being monitored. 

c. Recurrence of the disease was announced on 14th February 2021 in the same area as the 

previous 2014-2016 outbreak. 

d. The previous outbreak recorded 28,000 cases including 11,000 deaths. It originated in Guinea 

and then spread to Sierra Leone and Liberia.  
 

Sources: Outbreak News Today. Guinea: Ebola cases rise to 9, Neighbors ramp up preparedness. Published on 25 February 

2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/guinea-ebola-cases-rise-to-9-neighbors-ramp-up-preparedness-93961/. 

TECH2. Why is Ebola back in Guinea? What have we learnt from past outbreaks? Published on 23 February 2021. Available 

at: https://www.firstpost.com/tech/science/why-is-ebola-back-in-guinea-what-have-we-learnt-from-past-outbreaks-

9332471.html.  

 

Disease: Hantavirus 
Country/Province: Argentine/Salta  

Cases/Fatality: 5/1 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. Since January 2021, a total of 5 positive cases including 1 death due to hantavirus was 

reported in Salta province.  

b. The cases are from Oran, Colonia Santa Rosa, General Mosconi and Hipólito Yrigoyen.  

c. Between 28 October 2018 – 20 January of 2019, a total of 29 laboratory-confirmed cases of 

hantavirus pulmonary syndrome (HPS), including 11 deaths had been reported in Epuyén, 

Chubut Province 
 

Sources: Outbreak News Today. Hantavirus: Argentina reports 5 cases in Salta since beginning of 2021. Published on 13 

February 2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/hantavirus-argentina-reports-5-cases-in-salta-since-beginning-

of-2021/. WHO. Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome – Argentine Republic. Published on 23 January 2019. Available at: 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/23-January-2019-hantavirus-argentina/en/.  

 

https://7sur7.cd/2021/02/07/rdc-resurgence-du-virus-ebola-un-nouveau-cas-signale-biena-butembo
https://7sur7.cd/2021/02/07/rdc-resurgence-du-virus-ebola-un-nouveau-cas-signale-biena-butembo
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/guinea-ebola-cases-rise-to-9-neighbors-ramp-up-preparedness-93961/
https://www.firstpost.com/tech/science/why-is-ebola-back-in-guinea-what-have-we-learnt-from-past-outbreaks-9332471.html
https://www.firstpost.com/tech/science/why-is-ebola-back-in-guinea-what-have-we-learnt-from-past-outbreaks-9332471.html
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/hantavirus-argentina-reports-5-cases-in-salta-since-beginning-of-2021/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/hantavirus-argentina-reports-5-cases-in-salta-since-beginning-of-2021/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/23-January-2019-hantavirus-argentina/en/
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Disease: Influenza A H3N2v 
Country/Province: USA/Wisconsin 

Cases/Fatality: 1/0 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. On 22nd January 2021, the first cases of influenza A (H3N2)v in USA this year were confirmed 

in Wisconsin. 

b. The case was a child under 18 years of age who lives on a farm with swine. All 5 family 

members of the patient tested negative and the patient has since recovered.  

c. Since 2005, a total of 437 human infections with A (H3N2)v, including this one, have been 

reported in the United States. 
 

Source: WHO. Influenza A (H3N2) variant virus – United States of America. Published on 5 February 2021. Available at: 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/05-feb-2021-influenza-a-usa/en/ 

 

Disease: Lassa Fever 
Country/Province: Nigeria/Multi-state  

Cases/Fatality:102/22  

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 21st February 2021, a total of 102 cases and 22 deaths have been reported in the first 

seven weeks of 2021. 

b. A total of 8 States have recorded at least one confirmed case. Of the 85% confirmed cases, 

49% are from Edo, 25% from Ondo and 11% from Taraba states. 

c. These numbers are significantly lower compared to year 2020 when a total of 586 cases and 

103 deaths were reported during the same period. 

 
Source: Outbreak News Today. New Caledonia reports spike in leptospirosis in early 2021 Published on 22 February 2021. 
Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/new-caledonia-reports-spike-in-leptospirosis-in-early-2021/ 
 

Disease: Leptospirosis 
Country/Province: New Caledonia  

Cases/Fatality: Refer below 

Epidemiological Info: 

d. Between 1st January and 21st February 2021, a total of 80 cases of leptospirosis were reported 

in New Caledonia.  

e. Regions reporting the most cases include Ponérihouen (11 cases), Païta and Poindimié (6 cases 

each). 

f. A total of 69 cases and 4 deaths were reported in New Caledonia in all of 2020. 
 

Source: Outbreak News Today. New Caledonia reports spike in leptospirosis in early 2021 Published on 22 February 2021. 
Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/new-caledonia-reports-spike-in-leptospirosis-in-early-2021/  
 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/05-feb-2021-influenza-a-usa/en/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/new-caledonia-reports-spike-in-leptospirosis-in-early-2021/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/new-caledonia-reports-spike-in-leptospirosis-in-early-2021/
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Disease: Measles 
Country/Province: Democratic Republic of the Congo/ North and South Ubangui  

Cases/Fatality: Refer below 

Epidemiological Info: 

g. As of mid-December 2020, 4,500 cases of measles have been reported in the DRC provinces 

of North and South Ubangui, mostly affecting children under five years. 

h. The last outbreak that killed over 7,000 children had been declared over in August 2020. 
 

Source: Outbreak News Today. Measles resurfaces in northern DRC. Published on 5 February 2021. Available at: 
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/measles-resurfaces-in-northern-drc-84571/ 
 

Disease: Plague 
Country/Province: Democratic Republic of the Congo/ Ituri  

Cases/Fatality: 520/31 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 20th February 2021, a total of 520 plague cases during the past three months, including 

31 deaths have been reported in the Ituri province. 

b. Majority of the cases are the bubonic form of the disease reported in the territories of Djugu, 

Mahagi and Aru in Ituri province.  

c. There have been 5 cases of pneumonic plague and 2 of septicemic plague. 

d. Since the beginning of 2020, Ituri Province had reported a total of 64 plague cases and 14 

deaths (CFR:21.8%) in five health zones: Aungba, Linga, Rethy, Aru and Kambala. This 

compares against 10 cases and 5 deaths (CFR 50.0%) during the same period in 2019, all in a 

single zone. 
 

Sources: Outbreak News Today. Plague update: 31 deaths reported in the DRC. Published on 20 February 2021. Available at: 
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/plague-update-31-deaths-reported-in-the-drc-10886/ . WHO. Plague – Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. Published on 23 July 2020. Available at: https://www.who.int/csr/don/23-july-2020-plague-drc/en/ 
 

Disease: Polio 
Country/Province: Liberia/Multi-state 

Cases/Fatality: Refer below 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. On 4th February 2021, Liberia declared a sporadic outbreak of poliovirus as a National Health 

Emergency. 

b. This comes as the National Surveillance System detected circulating vaccine-derived 

poliovirus-2 (cVDPV2), which has spread throughout the country from two different 

environmental sites in Monrovia. 

c. This is the first polio outbreak since 2008 in Liberia. 

Source: Outbreak News Today. Liberia: Polio outbreak declared as National Public Health Emergency. Published on 5 

February 2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/liberia-polio-outbreak-declared-as-national-public-health-

emergency-31355/ 

 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/measles-resurfaces-in-northern-drc-84571/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/plague-update-31-deaths-reported-in-the-drc-10886/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/23-july-2020-plague-drc/en/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/liberia-polio-outbreak-declared-as-national-public-health-emergency-31355/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/liberia-polio-outbreak-declared-as-national-public-health-emergency-31355/
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Country/Province: Tajikistan/Khatlon 

Cases/Fatality: Refer below 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 12th February 2021, one case of cVDPV2 was reported in Khatlon province, Tajikistan. 

b. This is the first cVDPV2 case in the country and is linked to an outbreak originating in 

Pakistan. 

Source: Outbreak News Today. Tajikistan reports polio case in Khatlon province. Published on 12 February 2021. Available 

at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/tajikistan-reports-polio-case-in-khatlon-province-18236/ 

 

Disease: Rift Valley Fever  
Country/Province: Kenya/ Isiolo and Mandera 

Cases/Fatality: 14/11 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 4th February 2021, a total of 32 cases (14 confirmed, 11 deaths) have been reported in 

the Rift valley fever outbreak in Kenya. 

b. Human cases have been reported in Isiolo and Mandera counties and infected animals in 

Isiolo, Mandera, Murang’a and Garissa counties. 

c. All the affected cases were males, of age ranging from 13 to 70 years. 

Source: Outbreak News Today. Kenya Rift Valley fever outbreak update. Published on 11 February 2021. Available at: 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/kenya-rift-valley-fever-outbreak-update-71821/ 

 

Disease: Salmonella Enteritidis  
Country/Province: Canada/ Newfoundland, Labrador, Nova Scotia  

Cases/Fatality: 57/0 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 18th February 2021, 57 laboratory-confirmed cases of Salmonella Enteritidis illness 

were reported in Newfoundland and Labrador (25), and Nova Scotia (32). 

b. Cases were reported between late October 2020 and late January 2021.  

c. A total of 19 cases have been hospitalized and no deaths have been reported. 

d. Based on the investigation findings to date, exposure to eggs has been identified as a likely 

source of the outbreak. 

Source: Outbreak News Today. Salmonella outbreak sickens dozens in Newfoundland and Labrador and Nova Scotia. 

Published on 18 February 2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/salmonella-outbreak-sickens-dozens-in-

newfoundland-and-labrador-and-nova-scotia-12734/  

 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/tajikistan-reports-polio-case-in-khatlon-province-18236/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/kenya-rift-valley-fever-outbreak-update-71821/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/salmonella-outbreak-sickens-dozens-in-newfoundland-and-labrador-and-nova-scotia-12734/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/salmonella-outbreak-sickens-dozens-in-newfoundland-and-labrador-and-nova-scotia-12734/
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Country/Province: Sweden  

Cases/Fatality: Refer below 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 24th February, 12 cases of Salmonella Enteritidis have been reported, primarily 

amongst children, from ten different regions of Sweden.  

b. All cases except one have fallen ill on 20th January 2021.  

c. In 2019, 778 cases were reported in Sweden with an incidence of 7.4 cases per 100,000 

inhabitants, which has been stable over time.  

Source: Outbreak News Today. Salmonella outbreak in Sweden sickens 12. Published on 24 February 2021. Available at: 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/salmonella-outbreak-in-sweden-sickens-12-15414/  

Disease: Undiagnosed Disease   
Country/Province: Tanzania/ Mbeya 

Cases/Fatality: Refer below 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 9th February 2021, more than 50 people have been hospitalized in Tanzania from a 

terrifying mystery illness that causes patients to vomit blood. 

b. At least 15 people have died, mostly within hours of developing symptoms in the southern 

Mbeya region of the country. 

c. The cause of their illness has not yet been identified and it has only happened in a single 

administrative ward of Ifumbo, having thus ruled out an outbreak. 

 
Source: New York Post. Mystery illness in Tanzania reportedly kills 15 people, leaves victims vomiting blood. Published on 9 
February 2021. Available at: https://nypost.com/2021/02/09/mystery-illness-in-tanzania-reportedly-kills-15-people/ 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/salmonella-outbreak-in-sweden-sickens-12-15414/
https://nypost.com/2021/02/09/mystery-illness-in-tanzania-reportedly-kills-15-people/
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iii. Animal-related Disease Outbreak 

Disease: African Swine Fever 
Country/Province: Philippines/ Leyte 

Species: Hogs 

Cases/Fatality: Refer below 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. On 18th January 2021, hogs in Abuyog town, Leyte tested positive for ASF.  

b. As of 7th February, three additional towns in Leyte; Tanauan, Palo, and MacArthur have 

confirmed ASF cases. 

c. Strict border control is in place ensuring no live hogs will be transported by land or by sea. 

 
Sources: Outbreak News Today. African swine fever reported in Leyte, Philippines. Published on 18 January 2021. Available 

at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/african-swine-fever-reported-in-leyte-philippines-72462/, Leyte: African swine fever 

spreads in province. . Published on 7 February 2021. Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/leyte-african-swine-

fever-spreads-in-province-33616/ 

Country/Province: Tanzania/ Shinyanga 

Species: Swine 

Cases/Fatality: 1485/1451 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 2nd February 2021, an outbreak of African swine fever in Kahama town, Shinyanga was 

confirmed. 

b. A total of 1485 cases including 1481 deaths were reported from 9328 susceptible cases. 

c. The outbreak started on 4th January 2021 and is ongoing as of 11th February 2021. 

 
Source: OIE. African Swine Fever, Tanzania. Published on 3 February 2021. Available at: 

https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Reviewreport/Review?page_refer=MapFullEventReport&reportid=38035 

Disease: Avian Influenza  
Country/Province: Bulgaria/Pleven 

Species: Birds 

Cases/Fatality: 1987/1647 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. Between 3rd February and 8th February, 4 outbreaks of avian influenza virus H5 were reported 

in Pleven, Bulgaria. 

b. Of 320,011 suspected cases reported, 318,024 were killed and disposed of.   
 

Source: OIE. Highly pathogenic avian influenza, Bulgaria. Published on 9 February 2021. Available at: 

https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Reviewreport/Review?page_refer=MapFullEventReport&reportid=38143 

 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/african-swine-fever-reported-in-leyte-philippines-72462/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/leyte-african-swine-fever-spreads-in-province-33616/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/leyte-african-swine-fever-spreads-in-province-33616/
https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Reviewreport/Review?page_refer=MapFullEventReport&reportid=38035
https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Reviewreport/Review?page_refer=MapFullEventReport&reportid=38143
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Country/Province: China/ Jiangsu 

Species: Mandarin Duck 

Cases/Fatality: 17/17 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. On 8th February 2021, highly pathogenic influenza A virus (H5N8) was reported in Haizhou 

District, Lianyungang, Jiangsu.  

b. The affected mandarin ducks were from Yuntai Mountain scenic area. 

c. There were 647 susceptible ducks, of which 17 confirmed cases died .  
 

Source: OIE. Highly pathogenic avian influenza, China. Published on 8 February 2021. Available at: 

https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Reviewreport/Review?page_refer=MapFullEventReport&reportid=38074 

 

Country/Province: Mauritania/ Nouakchott 

Species: Great White Pelican 

Cases/Fatality: 500/495 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. The first outbreak of H5N1 was reported in Nouakchott, Mauritania on 2nd February 2021. 

b. The outbreaks involved 500 pelicans observed in water bodies of Diawling National Park. 

c. Of the infected pelicans, 495 were killed and disposed.  
 

Source: OIE. Highly pathogenic avian influenza, Mauritania. Published on 2 February 2021. Available at: 
https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Reviewreport/Review?page_refer=MapFullEventReport&reportid=38040 
 

Country/Province: Scotland/ Glenrothes 

Species: Great Gamebirds 

Cases/Fatality: 14,000/NA 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 16th February 2021, an outbreak of H5N1 was confirmed in a flock of approximately 

14,000 mixed gamebirds on a gamebird rearing premises in Leven, Glenrothes. 

b. A Protection Zone (PZ) of 3 km and a Surveillance Zone (SZ) of 10 km have been put in place 

around the infected premises. 

c. This has shown high mortality amongst the species while all remaining birds are being 

humanely culled for disease control purposes.  
 

Source: Outbreak News Today. Scotland reports H5N1 avian influenza in flock of gamebirds. Published on 16 February 2021. 
Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/scotland-reports-h5n1-avian-influenza-in-flock-of-gamebirds-19714/ 
 

https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Reviewreport/Review?page_refer=MapFullEventReport&reportid=38074
https://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Reviewreport/Review?page_refer=MapFullEventReport&reportid=38040
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/scotland-reports-h5n1-avian-influenza-in-flock-of-gamebirds-19714/
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Disease: Rabies 
Country/Province: USA/ Colorado 

Species: Mule 

Cases/Fatality: 1/0 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 10th February 2021, one confirmed case of bat variant rabies has been reported in a mule 

residing in Eagle County. 

b. This is the first case of rabies in domestic livestock in Colorado this year and the first case of 

rabies in an equine in Colorado since 2013. 

 
Source: Outbreak News Today. Yellow fever: Three more monkey deaths in Paraná. Published on 6 February 2021. Available 

at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/yellow-fever-three-more-monkey-deaths-in-parana-10968/ 

 

Country/Province: USA/Florida 

Species: Racoon 

Cases/Fatality: Refer below 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. On 9th February 2021, a raccoon in Flagler County tested positive for rabies after attacking a 

dog. 

b. Rabies alert was raised in Bunnell and the Korona community. The last rabies alert issued in 

Flagler county was in February 2010. 

c. Another case of rabies in a raccoon was reported in Marion County as of 13th February 2021.  

 
Source: Outbreak News Today. Florida: Rabies alerts issued in Flagler and Marion counties. Published on 13 February 2021. 

Available at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/florida-rabies-alerts-issued-in-flagler-and-marion-counties-53147/ 

 

Disease: Yellow Fever 
Country/Province: Brazil/ Paraná 

Species: Monkeys 

Cases/Fatality: 104/14 

Epidemiological Info: 

a. As of 6th February 2021, three deaths of infected monkeys have been reported in the 

municipality of Palmas, in the area of the 7th Regional Health, Pato Branco. 

b. A total of 104 diseased animals were reported from 23 municipalities -  14 deaths due to the 

yellow fever virus, 7 under investigation, 41 discarded and 42 occurred for undetermined 

causes. 

c. The epidemiological monitoring period for yellow fever in Paraná began in July 2020 and 

continues until June this year. 

 
Source: Outbreak News Today. Yellow fever: Three more monkey deaths in Paraná. Published on 6 February 2021. Available 

at: http://outbreaknewstoday.com/yellow-fever-three-more-monkey-deaths-in-parana-10968/ 

 

http://outbreaknewstoday.com/yellow-fever-three-more-monkey-deaths-in-parana-10968/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/florida-rabies-alerts-issued-in-flagler-and-marion-counties-53147/
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/yellow-fever-three-more-monkey-deaths-in-parana-10968/
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iv. Methods 
Daily monitoring of surveillance sites such as ProMED Mail, WHO GAR and CIDRAP, and a weekly scan 

of CDC, ECDC and Eurosurveillance sites was conducted to develop this report. Table 1 shows a list of 

sources used to prepare these reports. The information in this report is however not limited to this 

list alone. 

Table 1: Main sources used to gather surveillance information 

Sources* Website 
ProMED Mail http://www.promedmail.org/ 
WHO GAR http://www.who.int/csr/outbreaknetwork/en/ 
WHO WPRO http://www.wpro.who.int/en/ 
WHO SEARO http://www.searo.who.int/en/ 
CIDRAP http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ 
ECDC http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/all_publications/Pages/index.aspx 
Travax https://www.travax.com/ 
Eurosurveillance http://www.eurosurveillance.org/Default.aspx 
US CDC HAN http://emergency.cdc.gov/HAN/ 
FluTrackers http://www.flutrackers.com/forum/ 
Saudi Arabia MOH http://www.moh.gov.sa/en/CCC/pressreleases/pages/default.aspx 
Hong Kong CHP http://www.dh.gov.hk/eindex.html 
Chinese National 
Influenza Centre 

http://www.cnic.org.cn/eng/   

Taiwan CDC http://www.cdc.gov.tw/english/index.aspx 
Singapore MOH http://www.moh.gov.sg/content/moh_web/home/statistics.html 
Thailand MOPH http://203.157.15.110/boeeng/index.php 
Outbreak http://www.outbreak.Globalincidentmap.com/home.php 
IDSP http://idsp.nic.in/idsp/ 
Department of 
Health Australia 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/content/cda-surveil-
ozflu-flucurr.htm#annual 

*Though sources are checked, not all sources are used in this report.  

CIDER has initiated a set of new reporting criteria to increase reporting relevance of potential national 

and global impact. Only diseases that fulfil these criteria will be reported. We will cease reporting on 

previously reported diseases not matching these criteria from this report onwards. Please note that 

these criteria will also be undergoing constant evaluation to improve its relevance over time.  

Furthermore, CIDER will be monitoring the situation of reported infectious diseases which only fulfil 

50% of the required proportion for fatality or morbidity. We welcome any comments on the use of 

these criteria. 

The current criteria for reporting are: 

1. Fatality (>10 in a week) or 

2. Large morbidity (>100 affected in a week) or 

3. Global concerns (currently MERS, Ebola, Novel Influenza, Polio, Measles) or 

4. US CDC cat A bioagents & published outbreaks or 

5. Unknown aetiology/ undifferentiated fever with fatality (>5) or large morbidity (>50) 
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